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GOLF CLUB PUTTER AND METHOD OF PUTTING 
Technical Field of the Invention 

[0001] The present invention relates to a golf putter and a method of putting. More particularly, 
the putter according to the present invention is specifically designed for use with a modified 
putting style wherein the golfer reaches across the hole and uses the putter in a pulling motion in 
directing the ball towards the hole. The putting method according to the present invention 
complies with current rules of golf as promulgated by the Royal and Ancient Golf Association as 
well as the United States Golf Association 

Background of the Invention 

[0002] In an effort to improve the putting performance of golfers, prior golf club putters have 
been provided with a variety of head and shaft constructions and arrangements. In that the putt is 
perhaps the single most difficult yet important shot in golf, the selection of these components 
which match the golfer both physically and mentally is important. Approximately one half of the 
allotted strokes on any given golf course in order to achieve an even par round are putts. 
[0003] Before a player can even stroke the ball on a putting surface of a green, the player must 
visually examine the contour of the putting surface and judge its effect on the path of the ball 
rolling toward the hole from the current position of the ball. Other characteristics of the putting 
surface or other factors can also have a significant effect on the path of a put already stroked and 
rolling towards the hole. In this regard, given the various putting strokes utilized by individuals, 
it is necessary to design a putter construction which can not only be utilized by various players 
having various putting strokes, but also by a single player who may have a varying putting stroke 
depending upon the length of the putt. 
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[0004] As noted above, golf courses are designed and standards for scoring are set based on the 
assumption that a player will be able to hit the ball onto the putting surface in two strokes less 
than par for each hole. Once the ball is on the putting surface, the player is allowed two putts to 
stroke the ball into the hole in order to play the hole at even par. Thus, an 18-hole course is 
designed to allow 36 putts in a round of golf played at even pan Accordingly, a premium is 
placed on making a second putt when a first putt of a longer distance not falling in the hole, 
settles relatively close to the hole and within a distance of less than two feet. Many a golf 

O tournaments are won and lost by the players ability to make short and what may appear to be 
relatively simple putts. However, as one of the most recent major golf toumaments will attest, 

^ making putts of this distance is not a guarantee. 

[0005] As noted hereinabove, in an effort to improve the putting performance of golfers, prior 

w 

fU golf club putters have been provided with a variety of head and shaft constructions and 
ifl arrangements. One such putter has an elongated cylindrical head with a conventional straight 
^ shaft attached to the head and in alignment with the longitudinal axis of the head. Further, 
putters such as those similar to that illustrated in U.S. Patent No. 4,508,342 include an elongated 
head and a shaft having a shank and an offset portion adjacent its lower end which is connected 
to the elongated head at a point immediately adjacent the center of the head between the 
proposed ends thereof In accordance with that disclosed in such patent, the point at which the 
offset portion of the shaft is connected to the head is also offset transversely from the 
longitudinal axis of the head so that it lies between this axis and the back of the head. This is 
presumed to provide the player with a better view of the ball and putter head when putting. 
However, it is not possible to utilize this putter in carrying out the putting stroke in accordance 
with the present invention as will be discussed in greater detail hereinbelow. 
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[0006] Numerous putter designs similar to that discussed hereinabove have been developed over 
the years. Many of these putters having various materials from which the putter head is made. 
These materials may add to or take away from the overall weight of the putter in order to provide 
a better feel to the user. Various materials are illustrated, for example, in U.S. Patent No. 
5,447,310, where the head includes a rounded striking surface wherein the heal and toe portions 
are of a greater weight than the central portion. Additionally, putter heads may take on a variety 
of configurations which reduce the frictional component of the putter or improve the balance and 

O feel of the putter with respect to the user. 

P 

l!" [0007] A noted contemporary instructor on putting, Dave Pells, has studied the effects of 
misalignment relative to a target line due to the putters swing path, the putter face and the 

lii 

5 optimum hitting location on the putter surface each of which effect the ultimate putting success. 

O 

111 As noted in U.S. Patent No. 6,152,832, Mr. Pell's has found that all three types of misalignment 
W caused significant error in the putting stroke and thus decrease the chance of the ball going into 
the hole. However, it is clear that misalignment of the putter face with respect to a line-of-putt 
causes the largest deviation from the players intended path of any particular putt. In order to 
reduce the possibility of misalignment of the putter face, path and hitting location, Mr. Pells' 
recommends that the players' putting stroke start with the optimum hitting location on the 
putting face immediately adjacent the ball and that the stroke travel along a path aligned with the 
target line with the face remaining perpendicular to the target line for the entire stroke. 
However, when a player swings the putter around the spine only, such a stroke often times does 
not result. In effect, the putter path corresponds to the target line at only one point at its arc and 
the face is perpendicular to the target line at only one point in its arc and those two points do not 
necessarily coincide. Thus, to execute a stroke in a path along a target line and with a square 
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putter face while using a traditional putting stance and stroke requires a complex combination of 
multi-access rotational movements. Executing such a multi-access stroke in a manner that 
accomplishes the primary and complex task of causing the ball to roll smoothly along a precise 
path at a precise speed renders the most difficult and important stroke even more difficult. 
[0008] Some of the most common practice aids and drills in golf are designed purely to enable 
players to engrain this complex, cumbersome multi-axis putting stroke into their muscle 
memory. Other players simply concentrate on swinging the putter around only their spine and 
Q training themselves to hit the ball at the precise moment in time when the putter path, face and 
H hitting location are correctly aligned with the target line. Thus, both wildly adopted approaches 

H to executing the traditional putter stroke suffer firom disadvantages that interfere with the 

pi 

ultimate goal, putting the ball into the hole, 
sfl [0009] As will become clear from the following detailed description, the present invention is 

jjl directed to a putter and a method of putting very short putts, i.e., within one to two feet of the 

O 

Hi hole. During such short puts, the ahgnment of the putter face perpendicular to the putting line is 
critical in that a very small degree of deviation firom this perpendicular will result on the putt 
either falling to the left or right of tlie hole rather than being directly on line. With putts of ten 
feet or more, such ahgnment while critical is not the sole essence of the putt in that speed and the 
surface of the green will aid in directing the ball towards the hole. Moreover, a golfer who 
performs a putting stroke on a twenty or more foot putt with the ball coming to rest within a few 
inches of the hole would be quite satisfied with the putt; however, a golfer having a one to two 
foot putt which passes the hole only V4' outside the rim of the hole clearly would not be satisfied. 
Accordingly, it is imperative on such putts that the putting face remain perpendicularly oriented 
with respect to the line of the putt in that speed and the terrain of the putting surface is less 
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important at such distances. Accordingly, if a golfer is less apt to miss what can be determined 
as a short putt, the golfer's ability to finish the hole within the requisite number of putts will be 
greatly enhanced. 
Summary of the Invention 

[0010] The objects, features and advantages of the present invention are to provide a golf club 
putter and method of putting which complies with the rules of golf as promulgated by the Royal 
and Ancient Golf Association as well as the United States Golf Association and which provides 
the player with an improved view of the ball and head of the putter when putting putts of a short 
distance and an improved balance and feel of the club during such putts. Additionally, the 



method of putting in accordance with the present invention provides a putting stroke which aids 
^ the golfer in carrying out a putting stroke which maintains the putting face of the putter in a 
fll perpendicular orientation which respect to the line-of-putt. That is, the method set forth in 
W accordance with the present invention compensates for an inaccurate swing so that when the 

putter head strikes the ball it is at a right angle with respect to the desired path of travel of the 

ball thereby compensating for the golfer's tendency to deviate the putter face from the 

perpendicular orientation with respect to the line-of-putt. 

[0011] In accordance with the present invention, a method of putting a golf ball in a green of a 
golf course by a golfer is set forth and includes the steps of standing on an opposing side of a 
golf hole from the golf ball resting a surface of the green, addressing an extending line of the putt 
extending from the golf ball through the golf hole, extending a golf putter from the opposing side 
of the golf hole and positioning the putter head of the golf putter behind the golf ball with respect 
to the golf hole, resting the putter head of the golf putter on the surface of the green behind the 
ball and drawing the putter head of the golf putter toward the golf hole thereby striking the golf 
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ball on a side of the golf ball opposing the golf hole such that the golf ball travels towards the 
hole. When addressing the extended line-of-putt, the golfer positions their feet on opposing sides 
of the extended line of the putt and preferably the feet of the golfer are spaced in equal distmice 
from the extended line of the putt. The method may also be carried out with on foot on the 
extended line of the putt or both feet on the same side of the extended line of the putt; however, 
greater accuracy is achieved when straddling the extended line of the putt. 
[0012] When resting the putter head on the surface of the green behind the ball, the golfer 
positions the length of the putter head substantially perpendicular to the extended line-of-putt 
such that the drawing of the putter head toward the golf ball includes sliding the putter head on 
the surface of the green which removes one of the components of maintaining the putter head 
perpendicular to the line-of-putt less variable. Additionally, when extending the golf putter from 
the opposing side of the golf hole, the golfer can ahgn at least a portion a shaft of the golf putter 
along the extended line-of-putt thereby enhancing the alignment of the putter head. 
[0013] Such a method can be carried out utilizing a putter including a putter head where a length 
of the putter head is greater than the width of the putter head, a flange secured to and extending 
along a length of the putter head, a shaft extending from the flange and having a first end secured 
to the flange and a grip secured to a second end of the shaft. Such that at least a portion of the 
shaft extends substantially transversely to the flange and is ahgned with a central portion of the 
putter head. The putter head is preferably substantially cylindrical having a length which is 
greater than its diameter with the flange being of a thickness less than a diameter of the putter 
head. Further, the flange is preferably of a length substantially equal to that of the putter head 
and may take on a triangular configuration. With such triangular configuration, the shaft would 
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preferably extend from an apex of the triangle and consequently be centered with respect to a 
putting surface of the putter head. 

[0014] These as well as additional advantages of the present invention will become apparent of 
the following detailed description of the present invention when read in Ught of the several 
figures. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

[0015] Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a putter for use in carrying out the method of putting in 
accordance with the present invention. 

[0016] Fig. 2 is an enlarged prospective view of the putter head in accordance with the present 
invention. 

[0017] Fig. 3 is an elevation view of the putter head of Fig. 2 
[0018] Fig. 4 is a planed view of the putter head of Fig. 2. 

[0019] Fig. 5 is an alternative embodiment of the shaft arrangement of the putter head in 
accordance wit the present invention. 

[0020] Fig, 6 is an alternative embodiment of the shaft configuration of the putter head in 
accordance wit the present invention. 

[0021] Fig. 7 is a plan schematic illustration of the method carried out in accordance with the 
present invention. 

[0022] Fig. 8 is a side schematic illustration of the method carried out in accordance with the 
present invention. 

Detailed Description of the Invention 

[0023] Fig. 1 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of the present invention and more particularly 
a golf putter incorporating the present invention and for carrying out a method of putting in 
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accordance with the present invention. The golf putter 1 includes a putter head 2, to a grip or 
handle 4 and an elongated shaft 6 extending therebetween. As will be readily apparent, the grip 
may take on any known configuration and the shaft may take on a variety of configurations 
which are all well within the scope of the present invention. The putter head 2 preferably 
includes an elongated cylinder 8 having a suitable dimension for contacting and directing a ball 
toward a hole. The details of the particular method set forth in accordance with the present 
invention will be described in greater detail hereinbelow. 

[0024] By way of example, the cylindrical body 8 may be of a diameter of 1 Vi" and a length of 
approximately 4 /i". Such dimensions while generally within the range of putters typically 
available fi^om most pro shops may be varied depending upon the preference of the user. 
Secured to the cylindrical body 8 is a flange 10 which extends along substantially the entire 
length of the cylindrical body 8. The flange 10 may be slightly longer or slightly shorter than the 
cyhndrical body 8 while achieving the advantages set forth in accordance with the present 
invention and remaining within the spirit and scope of the present invention. As noted 
hereinabove, connected to the flange 10 is the shaft 6 which extends upwardly from a central 
portion 12 of the flange 10. The particular configuration of the flange 10 may be of any 
geometry; however, an exemplary or preferred embodiment will be described in greater detail 
hereinbelow. 

[0025] With reference to Fig. 1, the shaft includes an upwardly extending portion 14, an angular 
portion 16 and a remaining portion 18 which receives the grip 4 at a distal end thereof. The 
remaining portion 18 may be of any desired length so long as it complies with the rules of golf as 
promulgated by the United States Golf Association. With respect to the upwardly extending 
portion 14 and angular portion 16, the characteristics of these portions are dictated by the rules of 
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golf and particularly Appendix 11, Design of Clubs, (2)(a-c). That is, the shaft shall be straight 
from the top of the grip to a point not more than 5" above the sole, measured from the point 
where the shaft ceases to be straight along the axis along the bent part of the shaft and the neck 
and/or socket. Accordingly, the length of the upwardly extending portion 14 and angular portion 
16 combined may not be more than 5" from the sole of the putter head 2. Various configurations 
of this portion of the shaft will likewise be described in greater detail hereinbelow. 
[0026] With reference to Fig. 2, the putter head 2 is illustrated in expanded form and illustrates 
the flange 10 as being partially inserted into a groove 20 formed in the cylindrical body 8. This 
groove extends along the entire length of the cylindrical body and receives a base portion 22 of 
the flange 10. The central portion 12 of the flange takes on a triangular configuration with the 
shaft extending from a region adjacent in apex 24 of the flange 10. In doing so, the proximal 
portion 26 of the upwardly extending portion 14 of the shaft 6 is positioned directly behind what 
can be determined as a sweet spot or central contact area of the putter head 2. This provides for 
greater stability in not only conventional putting but carrying out the putting method set forth 
hereinbelow in a stable manner. Once again, the putter head 2 is illustrated as being a 
substantially cylindrical element having a flange secured thereto; however, the putter head 2 may 
take on a variety of configurations such as oval, multi-angular or elongated so long as the putting 
method described hereinbelow is carried out in a stable manner. As can be appreciated from Fig. 
2, the connection of the shaft 6 with the flange 10 positions the shaft at a point with respect to the 
cylindrical body 8 which is offset from a central axis of the cylindrical body 8. In doing so, the 
method described in detail hereinbelow can be rehably carried out without obstruction from the 
shaft. 
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[0027] Referring now to Figs. 3-6, various embodiments of the present invention will now be 
described in detail hereinbelow. 

[0028] With respect to Fig. 3, this figure illustrates essentially the embodiment set forth in Figs. 
1 and 2 wherein the putter head 2 is comprised of the cylindrical body 8 and flange 10 described 
in detail hereinabove. The shaft 6 includes an upwardly extending portion 14, an angular portion 
16 and a remaining portion 18. The upwardly extending portion 14 is connected to the flange 10 
adjacent the apex 24 of the triangularly configured flange 10. The particular positioning of the 
connection of the upwardly extending portion 14 of the shaft is best illustrated in Fig. 4. Further, 
it can be readily appreciated by those skilled in the art that the upwardly extending portion 14 of 
the shaft may be connected to the flange 10 in any known manner so as to position the shaft 14 
behind a sweet spot of the cylindrical body 8. Further, the coimection between the upwardly 
extending portion 14 of the shaft 6 and the flange 10 may be offset fi-om the sweet spot of the 
cylindrical body 8 depending upon the particular preference of the user. However, the 
configuration illustrated herein provides for a higher degree of stability in carrying out the 
putting method described hereinbelow. 

[0029] Referring to Fig. 5, it can be appreciated that the putter head 2 and more particularly the 
cylindrical body 8 and flange 10 may incorporate a shaft 6 which extends straight upwardly from 
the flange 10. That is, the shaft 6 would not include an angular portion 16. While the rules of 
golf and particularly Appendix II, (l)(d), Alignment, requires that the projection of the straight 
part of the shaft onto the vertical plane through the toe and heal shall diverge fi-om the vertical by 
at least 10"^, this dictates clubs the standards for putters which are to be used in tournament play 
and a player is free to use any club configuration in recreational play and particularly may use a 
putter of any known configuration for practice or for aiding a player in practicing the ahgnment 



NVA214074 1 



11 Docket No.: 742420-44 

of putts. In this regard, when using the putter head 2 illustrated in Fig. 5, the method set forth 
hereinbelow can be readily carried out with an added extended alignment benefit; however, as 
will be discussed in greater detail hereinbelow, the particular method set forth hereinbelow may 
be readily carried out utilizing a putter which conforms to all U.S.G. A. specifications. 
[0030] Referring now to Fig. 6, a putter head 2 similar to that set forth in each of Figs. 3 and 5 is 
illustrated and similarly includes the cylindrical body 8 and flange 10. Connected to the flange 
10 in the manner similar to that of Figs. 1-5, is the shaft 6 which includes an upstanding portion 
14 and an angular portion 16. In this embodiment, the angular portion 16 would extend 
upwardly to a grip 4 thereby not including a remaining portion 18. As noted hereinabove, the 
upwardly extending portion 14 may extend upwardly a maximum of 5" from a sole of the putter 
before angling along the angular portion 16 at an angle of at least 10° with respect to the 
upwardly extending portion 14. Additionally, while not specifically illustrated the shaft may 
include only an angular portion 16 extending directly from the flange 10 at an angle of not less 
than 10*^ thereby removing the need for an upwardly extending portion 14 or a remaining portion 
18. While the angles of the angular portion 16 is referred to as being at least being 10°, this 
reference is merely made in accordance with the rules governing the design of clubs as 
promulgated by the U.S.G.A. As one of ordinary skill in the art can readily appreciate, the 
particular angle of the shaft with respect to the putter head may vary and is strictly a function of 
the comfort of the user. 

[0031] With these particular features in mind, the method of putting set forth in accordance with 
the present invention will now be described in greater detail with reference to Figs. 7 and 8. 
Particularly, Figs. 7 and 8 illustrate, schematically, the method of putting set forth in accordance 
with the present invention. 
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*'[0032] With reference to Fig. 7, it is noted that the method of putting includes positioning the 
putter head 2 adjacent a golf ball 30 which is desired to be putted into a golf hole 32. As 
described in detail in the Rules of Golf and particularly Rule 16, the Putting Green, the definition 
of a line-of-putt is a line which the player wishes his ball to take after a stroke on the putting 
green. Except with respect to Rule 16-le, the line-of-putt includes a reasonable distance on 
either side of the intended line and the line-of-putt does not extend beyond the hole. 
Accordingly, the line-of-putt extends from the ball 30 to a point A at the far side of the hole 32. 
In accordance with the present invention, an extended line-of-putt 36 extends from the ball along 
the line-of-putt 34 which is the line on which the player wishes the ball to take after a stroke on 
O the putting green and passed a golfer who is positioned at position B along the extended line-of- 
W putt 36. Rule 16-le recites that the player shall not take a stroke on the putting green from a 

s 

9 stance astride, or with either foot touching, the line-of-putt or an extension of that line behind the 

■ 

}j ball; however, the Rules of Golf make clear that the line-of-putt ends at point A at the back side 
m of the hole and does extend beyond the hole to the point B referenced in Figs. 7 and 8. 
Accordingly, it is within the Rules of Golf that a golfer may astride, stand on, beside or straddle 
the extended line-of-putt 36 referred to Fig. 7. In carrying out the method of putting in 
accordance with the present invention, the golfer may astride the extended line-of-putt 36 
positioning their feet F on either side of the extended Ime-of-putt 36 and more specifically 
position each foot an equal distance from the extended line-of-putt 36 and thus standing on an 
opposing side of the golf hole 32 from the golf ball 30 resting on a surface 38 of the green. The 
golfer then extends the golf putter and particularly positions the putter head 2 of the golf putter 
behind the ball with respect to the golf hole and rests the putter heads on the surface 38 of the 
green. By utiUzing the surface 38 of the green, angular orientation of the sole of the putter with 
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respect to the green is prevented thus removing one of the variables required to be controlled by 
the golfer during performance of a putt. Once in this position, the golfer may align the shaft 6 of 
the golf putter along the line-of-putt 34. As noted hereinabove, the shaft 6 takes on a number of 
configurations and consequently in order to most benefit the putting method described herein, a 
shaft configuration similar to that set forth in any of Figs. 3, 5 and 6 would be beneficial. 
Additionally, when utilizing the configurations set forth in Figs. 3 and 6, the longer the upwardly 
extending portion 14, the better tendency toward alignment will be achieved. Accordingly, as 
can be readily appreciated, it is desired to maximize the length of the straight portion extending 
fi-om the flange 10 of the putter head 2. Once in this position, the putter head 2 of the golf putter 
is drawn toward the golf hole 32 by the golfer, striking the golf ball 30 at a side of the golf ball 
30 opposing the golf hole 32 such that the golf ball 30 travels toward the golf hole. As can be 
readily appreciated, the drawing motion particularly a drawing motion utilizing alignment of the 
putter shaft with respect to the line-of-putt removes or substantially minimizes yet another 
variable and the most significant variable in carrying out putts of a length of two feet or less with 
respect to the hole. That is, most short putts are very dependent upon the angular orientation of 
the contact surface of the golf putter with respect to the desired line-of-putt. As can be readily 
appreciated, utilizing the drawing motion as well as the stable surface of the green, the golfer can 
readily maintain the contact face of the golf putter perpendicular to the line-of-putt. Depending 
upon the length of the short putt, a deviation from the perpendicular orientation of the contact 
surface with respect to the line-of-putt can result in the ball traveling two or more inches to either 
the right or left of the center of the hole. Consequently, it is clear that maintaining the 
perpendicular orientation of the contact surface of the putter head with respect to the line-of-putt 
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is critical in ensuring that the golf ball 30 travels along the line-of-putt toward the golf hole 32 
with minimal deviation from the line-of-putt. 

[0033] Additionally, as can be appreciated from Fig. 8 because the putter head 2 includes flange 
10 and the shaft 6 of the golf putter is secured to a position on the flange 10 spaced from a 
central axis of the cylindrical body 8, the shaft is positioned away from the golf ball 30 in order 
to minimize the possibility of any contact between the shaft 6 and ball 30. Further, as best 
illustrated in Fig. 7, the shaft 6 can be readily positioned to extend down the line-of-putt 34 
0 which, as noted hereinabove, aids in the positioning the contact surface of the cylindrical body 8 

0 

in a position transverse to the line-of-putt 34. As is readily apparent, carrying out the method of 

111 

putting in accordance with the present invention and particularly carrying out such method 
utilizing the golf putter described hereinabove, maximizes the golfer's chance of making a short 
putt by minimizing variables which result in misalignment of the contact surface of the putter 
head with the line-of-putt 34. 

[0034] These as well as additional advantages of the present invention will become readily 
apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art without deviating from the spirit and scope thereof 
Accordingly, the spirit and scope of the present invention is to be limited only by appended 
claims. 
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